
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
COPELAND

Meeting date: 27th November 2018

From: Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure

HIGHWAYS ENGLAND A595 WHITEHAVEN STUDY 
CONSULTATION 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Local Committee with details of 
Highway England’s consultation on potential improvements to the 
A595 around Whitehaven and the role of a Whitehaven Relief Road in 
supporting this. 

1.2 To support the preparation of a consultation response by the Executive 
Director, Economy and Infrastructure, the views of Local Committee 
are sought on the consultation.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The proposal for the Whitehaven Relief Road would support the 
Council Plan priorities to provide safe and well maintained roads and 
an effective transport network and promote sustainable economic 
growth and create jobs. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Copeland Local Committee provides feedback to the Executive 
Director, Economy and Infrastructure, to help inform the Cumbria 
County Council response to Highway England’s A595 Whitehaven 
Study Public Consultation.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership’s Strategic Economic Plan 
recognises the importance of Whitehaven and the A595 to Cumbria’s 
economy. Reflecting this, in 2017 Cumbria County Council and Cumbria 
LEP worked together to prepare a business case for upgrades to the A595 
corridor and Whitehaven Relief Road.



4.2 In 2017 the Secretary of State for Transport announced that there would be 
a public consultation on proposals for a Whitehaven Relief Road. Reflecting 
this, Highways England are now undertaking a 6 week consultation.  This 
commenced on 7th November and will run until 19th December 2018.

4.3 Focused on the Highways England Network, the current consultation is 
concentrated on the identification of issues on the A595 between 
Whitehaven and Sellafield. With this it also outlines the potential role of a 
Whitehaven Relief Road.

4.4 The outcome of this consultation will assist DfT in considering whether the 
Whitehaven Relief Road and other A595 enhancements should be included 
in the Highway England investment pipeline for the period 2020-2025 known 
as Road Investment Strategy 2 (RIS2).

4.5 Responses on the consultation are sought through a series of questions 
detailed in Highways England consultation booklet and set out in Appendix 1 
to this report. To inform the County Council’s response the views of Local 
Committee are sought. In particular views are sought on:

 Key issues on the A595 around Whitehaven;
 What should be the key objectives for improvements to the route; 
 The value of a Whitehaven Relief Road; and
 Any other improvements you may wish to see on the Strategic Road 

Network around Whitehaven.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 The Local Committee provide their views on the  A595 Whitehaven  Study 
consultation or;

5.2 The Local Committee do not provide views on the A595 Whitehaven Study 
consultation.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no direct resource or value for money implications arising from the 
recommendation in section 3 of this report.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no direct legal implications arising from the recommendation in 
section 3 of this report.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 The consultation on how to improve the A595 around Whitehaven is very 
important given the key role the road plays in the economy of the area and 
meeting the needs of residents and visitors. 



8.2 The views of Local Committee will be important in supporting the 
development of the Cumbria County Council consultation response.

Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure
14 November 2018

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 - Highways England A595 Whitehaven Study Public Consultation 
booklet

Electoral Division(s): All in Copeland

*  Please remove whichever option is not applicable

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

NoIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

NoHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

NoHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny



BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers

REPORT AUTHOR

Michael Barry – Programme Lead Infrastructure Planning, 07733 302913 
Michael.Barry@cumbria.gov.uk

mailto:Michael.Barry@cumbria.gov.uk

